QUEEN   MARY   OF   MODENA
1689 his assistance. There are some, however, who believe that finding money and help thrown away, warmth here is cooling ; but the engagements and glory of the monarch should render such speculations fallacious."
A few days later, Venier reports a conversation with the French Minister, de Croisy, who hints that France cannot go on for ever risking officers and reputation " in a sterile and unfruitful soil. Three events have occurred simultaneously to blast the King's prospects, and the Court attributes them to his blunders, there is no one who does not accuse him of being the author and continuer of his own misfortunes." The three events were the relief of Londonderry, the landing of Schomberg and Count Solms in different parts of Ireland, and the capitulation of Edinburgh Castle through the weakness of the Duke of Gordon.
SAME TO SAME.
"14 September.
Archives,           "...   Ireland is in consternation . . . Schomberg has published
Venice          an amnestyj an(j taken tne t;tie Of Vice-Roy. . .   A battle will be
hazardous for the King with his raw troops, but he has determined to
meet Schomberg, in order to save Limerick., and the passes conducting
thereto as a retreat in case of necessity. ...   I have seen the Queen,
who expressed herself in general terms, admitting that affairs are taking
a bad turn, and hanging by a thread . . . that the King is in great
peril.    He has sent Mylord Dover here, who left with small hopes of
.   obtaining help."
"2bth September 1689.
". . . The Queen has dissembled until now, but some words which are said to have escaped her have caused a little bitterness at this Court. She allows herself to be guided by two of her servants, enemies of the French, and she is supposed to give them all her confidence, which makes her more easily disliked. . . . Misfortunes always come together, and destiny adds link to link of its heavy chain."
QUEEN MARY BEATRICE TO DUKE OF MODENA.
" 14 October 1689.
" The news from Ireland are most uncertain, and I have been without letters for some time j imagine, if you can, my impatience
256he can do nothing. God grant that the future Pontiff may take our interests to heart, which at present are the same as his own.
